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Corrections and detention operations have been in-
tegral to the U.S. military since 1776, during both 
peace and war. Headquarters, Department of the 

Army established the Army Corrections Command (ACC) 
to exercise command and control over all Army correctional 
facilities. The ACC is responsible for confining and rehabili-
tating military personnel convicted at courts-martial while 
ensuring discipline, security, and the fair administration of 
justice within the military justice system. The Army Cor-
rections Brigade (ACB), Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, is the 
home of military corrections and represents the largest sub-
ordinate unit of the ACC. The ACB maintains command and 
control of the United States Disciplinary Barracks and the 
Midwest Joint Regional Correctional Facility, managing 
more than 685 inmates around the clock. 

The ACB exemplifies expertise in high-risk close con-
finement and contributes globally to correctional practices. 
Military corrections enforce both federal and military laws 
under the Uniformed Code of Military Justice (UCMJ),1 re-
flecting the military’s commitment to recruit individuals of 
strong moral character and reform those who violate laws. 
The ACB plays a vital role in the military justice system, 
ensuring that offenders face consequences while being reha-
bilitated and deterred from reoffending.

The highly trained personnel of the ACB support com-
manders and their staffs in planning and executing deten-
tion efforts across all military scenarios. The ACB provides 
advisors to U.S. Army National Guard and Army Reserve 
units during mobilization and deployments. In conflict 
zones, correctional experts work with allied forces to man-
age detainees from capture to detention facilities, freeing 
combat units from detainee operations. Military police de-
tention efforts aid stability by turning the challenge of in-
terning combatants into an opportunity for reintegration as 
informed, productive citizens. 

Ultimately, the ACB mitigates strategic risk for the U.S. 
Army and the Department of Defense (DOD) by providing 
correctional expertise in high-risk close confinement, serv-
ing as the culmination of the military justice system and 
providing advice and assistance to support the active-duty 
component through detention operations in large-scale com-
bat operations.

Harnessing Talent and Experience in 
High-Risk Close Confinement

Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) 31E–Corrections 
and Detention Specialists undergo 7 weeks of Basic Train-
ing and Advanced Individual Training before participating 
in further skill development at correctional facilities. Upon 
assignment, they complete a rigorous, two-part training 
program: a week-long preservice course and 5 days of im-
mersive on-the-job training. These programs equip Soldiers 
with essential skills such as security protocols, inmate man-
agement, and emergency response, fostering decision mak-
ing and confidence.  

The ACC excels in handling high-risk inmates in close 
confinement, such as those housed in the special housing 
unit, where specialized skills are required. Soldiers selected 
for special housing unit duty complete a multiphase train-
ing regimen, including a 2-day certification and on-the-job 
training focused on operations, communication, and the 
identification of high-risk behaviors. This ensures that ACC 
personnel are prepared to handle complex situations in de-
manding environments. Behavioral health staff further en-
hance the capabilities of the ACC by addressing the psycho-
logical needs of inmates, managing those prone to violence, 
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and aiding their rehabilitation. These efforts support transi-
tions from a special housing unit to the general population, 
society, or military service.

Culminating the Military Justice System
Correctional facilities are crucial to the justice system, 

where sentences are enforced while offenders are rehabili-
tated to reenter society. Corrections personnel follow court 
rulings, ensuring that punishment is carried out and pub-
lic safety is upheld.2 Correctional rehabilitation programs 
(such as education, job training, and therapy) prepare in-
mates for successful reintegration into society, with the goal 
of reducing recidivism. Parole hearings and sentence modi-
fications involve corrections professionals, whose reports in-
fluence decisions about release. 

This commitment to rehabilitation and reintegration 
extends beyond the walls of confinement. If an offender is 
granted supervision or parole, the Army Corrections Sys-
tem (ACS) continues to regularly monitor them upon their 
release through electronic tracking, drug testing, and other 
methods. During this time, the ACS coordinates with law 
enforcement agencies to assist in monitoring high-risk of-
fenders and respond to violations of parole conditions. Pa-
role violators are reincarcerated to serve out the remainder 
of their sentence along with any additional time imposed 
by the courts for reimprisonment offenses. To ensure that 
inmates fulfill their confinement obligations, the inmate 
administrators within the ACC recalculate release dates to 
account for lost good conduct time, earned time, or special 
acts of abatement.3 

Linking Corrections and  
Detention Operations

Corrections and detention operations involve the confine-
ment and management of individuals, but they differ in their 

scope and legal foundations. The ACS focuses on safely and 
securely incarcerating and rehabilitating U.S. military pris-
oners and protecting the community through deterrence.4 
In contrast, military detention operations typically occur 
within a warzone and involve individuals captured during 
combat or deemed a security threat. These operations are 
governed by international law, including the Geneva Con-
ventions, which dictate humane treatment and the handling 
of detainees. Two relevant examples of U.S. military deten-
tion operations include those at Andersonville Prison, also 
known as Camp Sumter, a Confederate prison camp during 
the American Civil War located in Andersonville, Georgia, 
and at Abu Ghraib prison, a prison complex located 20 miles 
west of Baghdad, Iraq, used during the Iraq War. 

Historical examples highlight the need for trained per-
sonnel and codified systems in detention. During the Civil 
War, prisoners at Andersonville Prison suffered horrific 
conditions caused by an untrained guard force, insufficient 
logistical support, and overcrowded facilities. Designed for 
10,000 prisoners, it swelled to over three times its capacity 
within 6 months, leading to disease outbreaks and malnutri-
tion. By the end of the war, more than 13,000 prisoners died 
from poor sanitation, overcrowding, exposure to disease, 
freezing temperatures, and hunger.5 

Operational challenges at Andersonville Prison were 
mirrored at Abu Ghraib after the 2003 U.S. invasion of 
Iraq. Reports in November 2003 revealed multiple cases 
of abuse, including torture, sexual violence, and detainee 
deaths caused by military police Soldiers from the 800th 
Military Police Brigade, Uniondale, New York.6 Inadequate 
training in prisoner handling procedures, a limited under-
standing of Geneva Convention provisions, and Soldier  
quality-of-life issues—driven by logistical constraints of the 
broader conflict—produced an environment conducive to 

prisoner abuse.7 These incidents underscore the 
critical role of trained correctional specialists in 
minimizing risks during detainee operations.

As operations shift between counterinsurgen-
cy and large-scale combat operations, the United 
States must address adversaries across space, 
cyberspace, air, maritime, and land domains in 
addition to the physical, information, and hu-
man dimensions.8 Units must train to safeguard 
and transfer detainees as the battlefield evolves. 
Large-scale combat operations pose sustainment 
challenges in securing resources for construction 
materials, medical support, and mortuary affairs 
for temporary and permanent detainee facilities, 
requiring innovative logistical solutions.

Detention operations support the operational te-
nets of agility, convergence, and endurance.9 Agil-
ity is achieved by quickly collapsing and relocating 
detainee collection points to adapt to the evolving 
battlefield. Convergence ensures that detainee 
operations synchronize with battlefield progress, 
advancing detainee collection points alongside the 
forward line of troops to support combat by process-
ing captured enemy detainees. 
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Mitigating Strategic Risk
Corrections operations are regulated by Army Regulation 

(AR) 190-4710 and Department of Defense Instruction Num-
ber (DODI) 1325.07,11 which govern the ACS. The ACS com-
plies with the Prison Rape Elimination Act, of 2003, which 
establishes national standards for prison rape prevention 
and response.12 Additionally, the ACS adheres to accredita-
tion standards set forth by the American Correctional As-
sociation. Per AR 190-47, the ACS protects communities by 
incarcerating U.S. military prisoners; providing safe, secure 
environments; and fostering rehabilitation through pro-
grams, administrative reviews, parole supervision, and sex 
offender registration. 

The National Defense Strategy directs DOD efforts to 
mitigate strategic risks. Specifically, the 2022 National De-
fense Strategy emphasizes defending the homeland, deter-
ring strategic attacks, and building a resilient joint force.13 It 
warns that internal issues can undermine mission cohesion 
and success.14 The ACB and ACC reduce strategic risk by 
managing corrections and detention operations for the DOD.

Aligned with the National Defense Strategy priorities, 
the ACB continuously conducts corrections operations, 
maintaining custody and discipline under the UCMJ. The 
ACC ensures safe and humane incarceration worldwide 
while preparing prisoners for reintegration into society or 
the armed forces. These efforts uphold the law, deter offens-
es, and protect national security by safeguarding sensitive 
information and preventing radicalization in civilian pris-
ons. Correctional facilities enhance force readiness by reha-
bilitating prisoners to become productive citizens. The ACC 
also provides professional corrections experts to command-
ers, ensuring humane detainee treatment on battlefields, 
reinforcing national values, and strengthening public trust 
in the military. 

In conclusion, skilled correction and detention profes-
sionals are essential to military corrections at home and 
detainee operations abroad. As the final stage of the mili-
tary justice system, the ACC plays a critical role in deterring 
indiscipline and criminal activity. The expertise gained in 
ACC facilities, combined with specialized training, enables 
Corrections Specialists to effectively advise commanders on 
detention operations. As a result, the ACC reduces strate-
gic risk and reinforces its relevance in the modern military 
framework. 
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