
2   INFANTRY   Spring 2026

The Importance of the The Importance of the 
Expert Infantryman BadgeExpert Infantryman Badge

CSM CHRISTOPHER K. DONALDSON

Above, a Task Force Iron Soldier receives his Expert Infantryman Badge 
on 18 April 2025 in Glebokie, Poland. (Photo by SPC Owen Hayenga)When I attended basic training in 1999, there was 

a quote painted on the walls of my barracks that 
I remember to this day and still holds true: “The 

EIB is the true mark of an Infantryman.” This is something 
that has stuck with me throughout my entire career. 

Over the last few months, the U.S. Army Infantry School 
(USAIS) hosted two Expert Infantryman Badge committee 
meetings with sergeants major from across the force to 
discuss potential updates to USAIS Pamphlet 350-6. The 
panel looked at every task, having in-depth conversations 
on each before developing recommendations. The changes 
derived from these meetings will be rolled out during Infantry 
Week and then implemented at the beginning of Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2027. The panel recommended changes based on what 
Infantry Soldiers need to do at the individual level to succeed 
in large-scale combat operations (LSCO). One big change 
is to incorporate several tasks that will be performed under 
limited visibility conditions. The panel also reviewed and 
made recommended changes for how we execute EIB. 

Within the Infantry Branch, few achievements carry as 
much professional meaning as the EIB. More than a piece of 
cloth worn on the uniform, the EIB represents mastery of the 
fundamentals, a commitment to excellence, and a standard of 
proficiency that defines what it means to be an Infantryman. 
Earning the badge is difficult by design. The rigor of testing, 

the precision required in every task, and the mental and 
physical discipline demanded throughout the process ensure 
only those who truly master their craft succeed. For these 
reasons, the EIB remains one of the most respected badges 
in the Army and one of the most important achievements for 
an Infantry Soldier seeking to grow, lead, and be competitive 
for promotion.

At its core, the EIB validates competence in the basics and 
fundamentals of warfighting. Infantry operations are built on 
simple, repeatable tasks executed to a high standard under 
stress. Weapons handling, land navigation, medical tasks, 
communications, and small-unit tactics are not advanced or 
exotic skills; they are the foundation upon which all combat 
effectiveness is built. The EIB forces Soldiers to rehearse 
and refine these skills until they can perform them instinc-
tively. This repetition builds confidence and competence, 
ensuring that when conditions are chaotic and lives are at 
stake, the Infantryman can rely on disciplined training rather 
than guesswork.

The process of preparing for the EIB also reinforces the 
importance of standards. Every movement, every step in a 
sequence, and every detail matters. Candidates quickly learn 
that cutting corners or relying on “good enough” leads to fail-
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ure. This emphasis on precision reflects the reality of combat, 
where small mistakes can have serious consequences. The 
EIB teaches Infantrymen to hold themselves accountable to 
the highest standards, a mindset that carries over into every 
aspect of their duties, from maintenance and training to lead-
ership and planning.

The EIB also strengthens unit readiness. When leaders 
encourage and support Soldiers in pursuing the badge, they 
are not only investing in individual achievement but also 
improving the overall proficiency of the formation. Preparing 
for EIB testing requires units to train the fundamentals to stan-
dard, and that training directly translates to improved perfor-
mance in collective tasks. A formation with a high number of 
EIB holders often demonstrates greater confidence, compe-
tence, and professionalism because its Soldiers have been 
tested and validated on the skills that matter most.

From a leadership perspective, earning the EIB enhances 
credibility. Infantry Soldiers respect leaders who have demon-
strated mastery of the craft. When an NCO or officer wears 
the badge, it signals they have met a demanding standard 
and have invested the time and effort to perfect their skills. 
This credibility cannot be manufactured; it is earned through 
preparation, discipline, and performance. Leaders who have 
gone through the EIB process are often better instructors and 
mentors because they understand the standards in detail and 
appreciate the effort required to achieve them.

The EIB is also one of the most important accomplishments 
for promotion within the Infantry. The Army places significant 
value on demonstrated competence, and the badge serves 

as a clear, objective indicator of proficiency in essential tasks. 
Promotion boards and senior leaders recognize the effort and 
discipline required to earn the EIB, and it often distinguishes 
Soldiers among their peers. In competitive environments 
where many Soldiers have similar experience and education, 
the EIB can be the factor that sets one candidate apart.

Beyond its impact on promotion, the EIB fosters a culture 
of excellence. Soldiers who pursue the badge often inspire 
others to do the same, creating a positive cycle of training 
and improvement within the unit. The pursuit of the EIB 
encourages teamwork, as candidates rely on one another to 
rehearse tasks, share knowledge, and maintain motivation. 
This shared hardship builds cohesion and pride, strengthen-
ing the bonds that are essential in combat.

The historical significance of the EIB also contributes to its 
importance. For decades, Infantrymen have sought to earn 
this badge, and its legacy is tied to generations of Soldiers 
who have served in combat around the world. Wearing the 
EIB connects today’s Infantry Soldiers to that lineage and 
reminds them of the responsibility they carry. It is not simply a 
personal achievement but a symbol of belonging to a profes-
sion that demands courage, competence, and commitment.

Ultimately, the Expert Infantryman Badge represents far 
more than successful completion of a test. It signifies mastery 
of the fundamentals of warfighting, adherence to the highest 
standards, and the mental and physical toughness required 
of an Infantryman. It enhances individual credibility, strength-
ens unit readiness, and plays a critical role in professional 
advancement. Most importantly, it reinforces the mindset that 
excellence in the basics is what wins battles.

For any Infantry Soldier committed to professional growth, 
pursuing the EIB is not just an opportunity — it is an obli-
gation. The badge represents the standard to which every 
Infantryman should aspire, ensuring the force remains disci-
plined, proficient, and ready to fight and win our nation’s wars.

A Soldier from 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment assembles an M4 
after accomplishing the 12-mile ruck march during expert badge testing 
at Fort Drum, NY, on 7 November 2025. (Photo by CPL Mariah Aguilar)

CSM Christopher K. Donaldson currently serves as the command 
sergeant major for the U.S. Army Infantry School. He has served in every 
leadership position from rifle team leader to command sergeant major. His 
previous assignments include serving with 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment (PIR); 82nd Airborne Division Pre-Ranger Course; 1st 
Battalion, 508th PIR; 5th Ranger Training Battalion; 1st Battalion, 506th 
Infantry Regiment; Joint Readiness Training Center; 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 82nd Airborne Division; 2nd Battalion, 505th PIR; Joint Multinational 
Readiness Center (JMRC); 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain 
Division; and JMRC Operations Group. CSM Donaldson has seven combat 
deployments, (two to Iraq and five to Afghanistan).

Ultimately, the Expert Infantryman 
Badge represents far more than 

successful completion of a test. It 
signifies mastery of the fundamentals 

of warfighting, adherence to the highest 
standards, and the mental and physical 
toughness required of an Infantryman.
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