Fort Eisenhower Receives Comms Technology Upgrade

AN/PRC-160

Article, photos by Sgt. Truxtun Brodhead
U.S. Army Signal School

The United States military continually seeks to
enhance its operational capabilities through adoption
of advanced technologies. One significant upgrade
in communication equipment is the transition from the
AN/PRC-150 radio system to the more sophisticated
AN/PRC-160. This change is not merely a shift in
hardware; it represents a fundamental evolution in how
military personnel will communicate, coordinate, and
execute missions.

The AN/PRC-150 is a legacy radio system that has
served various branches of the U.S. military for years.
It operates primarily in the high-frequency (HF) band
and is known for its reliability in long-range communi-
cations. However, as technology has advanced, so too
have the requirements for modern military operations.
The need for secure, reliable, and versatile communi-
cation systems has led to the development of the AN/
PRC-160.

The AN/PRC-160 offers several enhancements
over its predecessor. It supports multiple frequency
bands, including HF and very high frequency (VHF),
allowing for greater flexibility in communication.
Additionally, it incorporates advanced encryption
capabilities to ensure secure transmissions, which is
critical in today’s information warfare environment.
To facilitate this transition, military personnel will un-
dergo Advanced Individual Training (AIT) specifically
designed to equip them with the necessary skills to
operate the AN/PRC-160 effectively. This training

AIT students, display their knowledge on the AN/PRC-150.

will cover various
aspects of radio opera-
tion, including setup,
maintenance, trouble-
shooting, and tactical
deployment.

During AIT, Fort
Eisenhower Soldiers
will learn about the
technical specifica-
tions of the new
equipment and how
these features can be
leveraged in real-
world scenarios.
They will engage in
hands-on exercises
that simulate combat AN s
conditions where ef- Pvt. Zahara Shropshire, AIT
fective communication student, completes a practical
is crucial for mission  exercise during class.
success. This practical
experience will help solidify the Soldiers’ understand-
ing of both basic and advanced functionalities of the
AN/PRC-160.

The transition from the AN/PRC-150 to the AN/
PRC-160 is expected to have a profound impact on
military operations. With enhanced communication
capabilities, units will be able to share information
more rapidly and securely across different platforms
and environments. This improved connectivity can
lead to better situational awareness among troops on
the ground and command centers alike.

Training initial entry Soldiers on new equipment
is crucial for several reasons that directly impact their
readiness for the battlefield. First, modern warfare
increasingly relies on advanced technology, communi-
cation systems, and surveillance tools. Familiarity with
this equipment ensures that Soldiers can operate effec-
tively under pressure, minimizing the risk of errors that
could compromise missions or endanger lives.

In conclusion, transitioning from the AN/PRC-150
to the AN/PRC-160 represents a significant advance-
ment in U.S. military communications technology.
Through comprehensive training programs like AIT,
Soldiers will acquire essential skills that enhance oper-
ational effectiveness and adaptability on modern battle-
fields. As these advancements are implemented across
various units within the armed forces, they signify a
progressive step toward ensuring that U.S. military
personnel remain at the forefront of signal technology.
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