allowed for resupply, and “leaders at alllevels
did not lose their fighting spirit or desire to
seize the momentum again.” He also notes
that the Continental Army realized that
keeping the army intact was more important
than holding ground (151).

In the first chapter of the consequences
section, Patrick H. Hannum shares,
“Cornwallis in the 1781 Yorktown
Campaign: When an Attack Becomes a
Defense, a Siege, and a Surrender.” Hannum,
a retired Marine Corps lieutenant colonel
and a recently retired civilian professor at
the National Defense University, reminds
us that the American Revolution was a
global war “involving great powers using
proxies to engage in direct conflict” (280).
Thus, Yorktown was not a traditional
retreat. As part of what the British Army
called its southern strategy, they “envisioned
liberating the rebellious southern colonies”
(281). Lt. Gen. Charles Cornwallis faced
strong resistance, particularly from irregular
warfare between patriot and loyalist militias.
Even with battlefield victories, he could not
sustain offensive operations and sought
safety at Yorktown, Virginia. Although the
Royal Navy typically enjoyed command of
the North American coast, a two-month
window of British naval repositioning
allowed the French navy to control the
Chesapeake Bay, preventing the British
navy from reinforcing or evacuating
Cornwallis, and bringing the war to an
end. Overextended lines of operations and
the lack of a British joint commander in the
theater were other causes for failure. Overall,
the British “did not possess the numbers of
ground troops needed to seize, pacify, and
secure the countryside” (284).

Acknowledging the importance of chance
and uncertainty in warfare, Walter Mills
concludes that, “During the confused chaos
of a retreat or collapse, armies and units
are held together by their leaders—whether
generals, admirals, captains or sergeants.
These leaders—more than any other single
factor—determine whether cohesion is
maintained or lost” (427).

Congratulations to the Army University
Press for publishing this readable and well-
documented collection of lessons learned in
a neglected genre of military studies.

Tom Vance is a retired Army Reserve
lieutenant colonel with bachelor’s
and master's degrees in history from
Western Michigan University, where
he received his Army ROTC commis-

sion, and branched into the Adjutant
General Corps. He served on active
duty in the New York Area Command
(Brooklyn); 1st Armored Division (Ger-
many); and Second ROTC Region (Fort
Knox, KY), followed by reserve duty as
an evening ROTC instructor at his alma
mater and in public affairs assign-
ments in Washington, D.C.

Note

1. Available from Army University Press as
al. PDF: https://www.armyupress.army.mil/
Portals/7/Research%20and%20Books/2023/
ArmiesRetrt-HeckMills-2023.pdf
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This book can be considered a prerequisite
or staple for understanding veterans.
Front Toward Enemy: War, Veterans, and
the Homefront synthesizes many of the
issues related to wartime service in a very
readable and well-documented manner.
We benefit from the author Daniel R.
Green’s conversations with other veterans
to “broaden the public discussion about

veterans returning home from war” and
his research and use of sources from the
Revolutionary War to current operations (x).
He does this from the perspective of one who
has served, as well as from his overlapping
vocations as a political scientist and former
defense official. The book is broken down
into nine chapters. Each chapter offers a
reflection that begins with a quote and is
supported by applications from other literary
sources on war, trauma, and examples from
real life and media. A recurring theme in the
text is the changes that occur because of the
experience of military service during a time
of war. The author has earned his bona fides
from his academic work as a PhD and being
acommander in the U.S. Navy Reserve with
four mobilizations supporting the wars in
Iraqand Afghanistan, as well as serving with
the U.S. Department of State as the political
adviser for a provincial reconstruction team
in Afghanistan.

The book begins with a prologue that sets
the stage for the author’s intentions in his
writing and concludes with an epilogue that
closes out his thoughts. The text includes
notes at the end, as well as a bibliography and
index. The quotes that start each chapter and
the examples used throughout will provide a
list of next-to-read recommendations from
sources readers have not already explored,
helping us discuss War, Veterans, and
the Homefront.

One of the book’s strengths is the use of
quotes to open each chapter, illustrating
the points the author is making. These
quotations, unlike many other books in this
category, stretch back to the Revolutionary
War, the Civil War, and the World Wars and
are not focused just on Vietnam or the Global
War on Terrorism. They draw from both
fiction and nonfiction. The use of literature
helps underscore some of the diverse ways
that veterans have developed to reenter and
react in society after their participation in
armed conflict has ended. In the military,
we develop and adapt systems that work
for us physically, mentally, and spiritually,
enabling us to function effectively when
engaged in war. Those systems do not always
work for us when we return home. Green
has an insight from his reserve service that
resonates with those who have transitioned
from the National Guard and Reserve
(components 2 and 3) services, which is not
always present when an author draws solely
from active-duty service (component 1). The
scope of the book illustrates the changes that
have occurred in our society, contributing to
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various stressors and strains on relationships
for veterans from different conflicts. In
reading the book, we gain insight into the
generational experiences of serving and
returning home from war—what each of
those generations faced as challenges and
contributed to society in general, and those
who would serve later. The writing also
highlights the sense of separation that is
prevalent in our country now because of
the transition to an all-volunteer force. The
first chapter, “No Victory Parades,” explores
the tension many veterans have when
“[t]hey often long to return to war but hope
to never go again and are stuck in a nether
world of war without end and peace that
does not exist” (2). This chapter provides a
foundation, drawing on quotes from subject
matter experts who have examined the
wartime and veteran experience. For the
veterans from components 2 and 3 who are
not among peers still serving or living in an
area with a large veteran community, this
chapter can validate the normalcy of what
they are feeling and thinking. It also explores
the terms those who were “in” used and the
thoughts and biases that exist in society.
In addition to the changes wrought by the
all-volunteer force, Green looks at the results
that have come from integrating men and
women into jobs that were exclusively male
in the past, and how that has influenced how
society defines masculinity.

The second chapter, “The Mind of
the War Veteran,” identifies factors that
influence veterans based on what phase
they were serving in during a campaign
(invasion, endurance, surge, and
withdrawal) (33) and the conditions that
they experienced—“(1) risk tolerance, (2)
rules and regulations, (3) different levels
and types of violence, (4) knowledge of
insurgency, and (5) understanding of local
culture and relationships with locals”
(33)—as well as the type of job and location
for their service. What we may perceiveasan
unconscious habit or personality trait, often
because of training, becomes an obvious
function of decisions made to minimize
risk and maximize success, as observed in
this section.

The third chapter, “Camaraderie, Love and
Humor,” begins with a personal reflection
from a conversation with the author’s
grandmother. The book is dedicated to his
grandfather who served in World War II.
Green’s grandmother taught him about
the cost of service and the marks it left on
his grandfather to be a member of the club
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for “those who went to war.” In exploring
how military members adapt to the value
of selfless service, he begins to reveal some
of the character differences that develop
between those who have served and those
who have not. The training and relationships
provided to war veterans include both skills
and strategies that can be beneficial, as well
as those that create challenges upon their
return home.

The fourth chapter, “Zombies, Movies,
and Video Games,” unpacks how many
veterans struggle because “the authority
and, frankly, power they had in war is
difficult to replicate on the home front
once they demobilize” (87). In addition to
the ways this can be addressed in video
games and zombie-themed shows, there
are recommendations made for media to
watch that can help those who have not
gone to war understand this. It also gives us
pause to consider how a generation/culture
remembers its war, how it is written about
in fiction, science fiction, and portrayed in
films and television shows that craft the
myths and legends of those conflicts.

The fifth chapter, “War Memoirs,” is the
story of a generation that has gone to war:
“these books are communications among
the members of that secret army, the men
who have been there and will understand,
as other generations will not and cannot”
(91). This element connects with points made
in the previous chapters. In addition to the
differences between how war is imagined
in our minds and how it unfolds in real life,
this section also leads to issues that will be
discussed in chapter 8 regarding stolen valor.
The chapter includes black-and-white photos
from the author’s own service.

The sixth chapter, “Vietnam War,”
delves into how the media has portrayed
the war, often with a theme of loss of
innocence. The chapter also looks at back-
home estrangement and what that negative
sentiment contributed to how those who
have not served view veterans. The author
describes the prominent books of this era
and what they offer in terms of lessons
learned and points developed, contributing
to the myths and legends that emerged
from that war and how they resonate with
the veterans’ “war-in-his-head” (117). As
the author notes, “These myths and legends
became the reference points for many
Afghanistan and Iraq veterans of what
fighting and insurgency by U.S. forces really
entailed and will impact how these wars
are remembered and chronicled for future

generations” (117-18). This has affected U.S.
strategic thinking, how the military has been
shaped for the modern age, and our culture.

The seventh chapter, “Militaria,” looks at
what members of the military bring back
and hold onto. War veterans also return
with mementos of close calls with death,
such as bullets and shell fragments, or
deeply meaningful items from their time in
a country such as a stone, some dirt, or an
item connected to the death of a comrade
(128). The chapter explores what has been
sent home and collected in past conflicts,
as well as the art of what is collected now.

The eighth chapter, “Stolen Valor and
Fake Veterans,” delves into the reaction of
those who have served that leads them to
unmask those who seek to feign service
experience or claim awards they did
not earn. The chapter explores how the
medals soldiers currently receive have
evolved and some of the functions and
rules governing these awards. This aspect
is tied back to the author’s exploration of
the changing conceptions of masculinity in
American culture.

The ninth chapter, “Veteran Politicians,”
explores how status as a veteran can be
beneficial for those aspiring to serve in the
political sphere. The author examines what
aveteran gains from serving and interacting
with others from diverse ethnicities and
economic backgrounds, which can aid
them in their quest for political office. The
lessons learned and politics from fighting the
counterinsurgencies of Afghanistan and Iraq
have raised new issues for today’s veterans
to work through. The chapter highlights the
service of significant candidates for public
office who have veteran status.

“In wars without victory parades, when
there is no decisive victory, are veterans ever
truly home?” is the author’s closing question
(183). How do we treat those who served in
Afghanistan and Iraq? How did those who
grew up in the shadow of Vietnam War’s
legacy and with the lenses of success from
World War II and the Gulf War, temper
their views? The tragedy of Somalia and
the “Black Hawk Down” incident (182) is a
key example of this problem. The current
generation of veterans may have ended their
military service as a casualty, completed
the time they were obligated to serve, or
reached their mandatory retirement date
(officers) or expiration term of service
(enlisted). They are looking for discussions
and congratulations on a job well done,



which show that their service and sacrifice
have been valued.

Front Toward Enemy is recommended
highly for anyone who wishes to learn more
about how veteran culture is formed and
about the challenges that veterans face upon
return from war. It can be beneficial for those
who have not served, family members, and
generations from other wars to assist their
understanding. It will help to build bridges
for communication and support with their
fellow brothers and sisters in arms from
other conflicts and eras.

Robert T. Carter Jr. retired from
military service with over thirty-one
years in the Army National Guard
and the Army Reserve, finishing as a
chaplain (colonel). He entered mili-
tary service after receiving a Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps commission
and a bachelor’s degree from Loyola
University, Chicago. He is a veteran of
Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, serv-
ing as an embedded trainer in the
Afghan National Army and mobilized
as a chaplain in support of COVID-19
mitigation operations. He also holds a
master's degree in library science from
Southern Connecticut State University,
a master’s in divinity from Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, and a doctorate in
ministry (mental health and chaplain-
cy) from Vanderbilt University, Nash-
ville. He is a board-certified chaplain
working as the director of pastoral
care for Montefiore Nyack Hospital,
New York, and leads Lutheran worship
at the Old Cadet Chapel at the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy.

“Wonderfully stimulating. thoughtful, and thought-proveking™
—CEH, GAVID PETRATUS (S Ay, Rali
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John Spencer’s book offers a unique
perspective on the lives of soldiers in combat
and the leadership challenge of building a
team in the era of the internet. He underscores
the importance of cohesion in the military,
a concept he explores through the lens of
Audie Murphy, the most decorated soldier of
World War II, who famously fought bravely
because his friends were being killed (5, 71).
Spencer’s book is a valuable resource for
those seeking to understand the complexities
of military life and the role of leadership in
fostering cohesion. According to Spencer’s
book, proficiency in influencing others
toward the right standards and fostering
teamwork characterizes good leadership
(108). He illustrates this claim through his
firsthand experiences as a platoon leader and
testimonies from his soldiers on fostering
cohesion during his first deployment to Iraq
in 2003. Later, Spencer recounts how he
transformed an incohesive company within
a battalion into a champion team during his
second deployment to Iraq in 2008, despite
the challenges of maintaining soldier
connections in the digital age.

Murphy stated that an organic approach
is essential to building unit cohesion, where
soldiers see each other as friends. Spencer
provides numerous insights and research
into the natural development of cohesion.
One interesting point is about boredom. He
writes, “Research indicates that strong bonds
are actually forged through social cohesion
during the long hours of boredom that
characterize soldiering” (69). His experience
during his first deployment supports this,
as the downtime allowed soldiers to share
their experiences and lives, fostering deeper
relationships. Another pointis the significance
of receiving physical mail. Spencer highlights
the importance of mail call, during which
soldiers would share their care packages with
one another (57). He uses these examples to
explain why, during his first deployment, his
soldiers fought together even when they were
injured.

Spencer’s positive experience with a cohesive
platoon in 2003 contrasts sharply with the
challenges he faced when he took command
of a company in 2008. The company’s lack of
cohesion stemmed from the poor leadership
of his predecessor. Soldiers lacked a sense of
group identity and were reluctant to endure
hardships together. Spencer also attributed
the lack of cohesion to technology, noting that
“Soldiers now talk to each other less, especially
about their shared experiences from patrols
and missions, and instead fill their hours of
boredom with Facebook updates, real-time
messaging, and phone calls home” (95). He
poses a series of questions challenging the
integration of technology into soldiers’ daily
lives in combat: “How would this work in a
world where Soldiers are more connected to
their outside social networks than to each
other? How did they cope with the stresses of
combat through Facebook posts and phone
calls to people who were not there with them?”
(134).

Is it fair for Spencer to blame technology
for causing a lack of cohesion within military
units? Soldiers voluntarily join the military
with the expectation of camaraderie and
teamwork, reinforced through military
training. Although heavy internet or social
media use may distract soldiers from social
interactions, it may not cause a lack of
cohesion within a unit, but instead may reflect
an existing lack of cohesion. Therefore, even
though Spencer’s attribution of disunity
to technology may have some validity, it
is important to avoid placing the blame
on technology as a scapegoat for poor
leadership.
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